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Abstract

Background and Aim: Internet addiction is rising among students and it can lead to
unpleasant consequences such as learning disruptions. The purpose of this study was to
explore Internet-dependent students' experiences of social learning.

Materials and Methods: This qualitative study was carried out in Sanandaj city in west of
Iran in 2018. Using purposeful sampling, 15 Internet-dependent students of universities of
Sanandaj city were chosen. To gather data, individual semi-structured interviews, and group
interviews and notes taking during and after interviews were used. Interviews were recorded,
taped and analyzed via content analysis method. Validity and rigor of the data were obtained
using criteria including credibility, dependability, confirmability and transferability.

Results: The analysis of qualitative data were presented in four major themes: "modeling”,
"internal encouragement”, "disruption in learning”, and "disruption in communication”.
Participants stated that disruption in social learning not only causes disruptions in social
functions and roles, but also makes them drop out in acquirement and learning.

Conclusion: The results of the study showed that Internet dependency leads the social
learning toward virtual learning. Also, due to disruption in communication in real world,
encouragement, interaction and learning of students through living and real patterns get
limited. We should balance virtual learning and real learning.

Key words: Internet Addiction, Social learning, Students, Content Analysis
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